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TIRED? DRINK W

Lake Taupo boasts a very large and generous wine cellar...

When you're worn out after a
hard day of adrenalin-fuelled
mayhem, relaxing with a glass
or two of vino helps. The
good people of Taupo clearly
realise this, if the presence

of New Zealand's largest
underground wine cellar is
anything to go by. Walking
into Scenic Cellars is like
walking into Santa’s grotto,
assuming Santais a fine
purveyor of quality wines

from New Zealand and
around the world (which we'd
like to think he is). With 3000
wine labels and 100,000
bottles of wine on hand, you
can either pop in and grab
yourself a couple of favourites
or immerse yourself further
and attend a wine tasting

or themed dinner. There's
nothing not to like about

that last sentence. +
sceniccellars.co.nz

Great lake

FHM'’s Dan Poole discovers the aquatic, vehicular and alcoholic
delights of New Zealand’s fun-tastic Lake Taupo.

Aswe check into our Hilton

hotel at Lake Taupo, one of

the mostbeautiful areason
New Zealand’s northisland, it’s clear
that there any number of ways to
relax: aheated outdoor pool, sauna,

., Addyourown p
(' screaming
sound effects

steam room and spa pool all vie for
attention. But,asisthe wayin this
part of the world, the great outdoors
iscoylybeckoningus tojoin herwith
curled index finger... while sitting in
ajetboat that’sbeen thrown from

abridge and landed on askislope.
Something along those lines, anyway;
read on for the lowdown onwhat you
can getup toin one of the sporting
and adventure capitals of the world -
that justso happens toberighton
your doorstep.

BUNGY JUMPING
Oneofthe bestways tosee the
Waikato Riveristojumpintoit—from
aheight of47m. Taupo Bungy have
been plunging people into the water
since 1991 and provide for solo and
tandem jumps, aswell as arange of
options when it comes to submersion:
choose from touching the water with
your hands (boring), going inup to
your waist (FHM’s brave choice) or
the full dunk up to your ankles (silly).
Gimme: From $100; taupobungy.co.nz

JET BOATING . .

The Huka Fallsis one of New Zealand’s
mostvisited attractions and, to be fair,
you can get some great views from

the nearby walkways and viewing
balconies. However, more funis tobe
had by careering towards the base of
thefallsina80km/hjetboat, getting
gawped atby people on said viewing
balconies and then blastingback
down the Waikato River doing 360-
degree spinsall the way. Well, in our
humble opinion that’s much more
rewarding, anyway...

Gimme: $80; hukafallsjet.com

FISHING

Ifyoufancy getting out on Lake Taupo
itself, you mayas well catch some trout
and sup onafew cold onesinto the
bargain. FHM, alas, didn’t manage to
catch anything (not for want of trying
orability, before youask), butit’srare
thatyouwllbeinthe sameboat (asit
were). Assumingyouare luckier/yes,
okay, moreskilled, youcan even have
your catchsmoked and couriered to
youwithin NZ forasmall price. Orjust
swallowitwhole and raw on the spot..
Gimme: From $520; chrisjolly.co.nz

RACING

Ifyou're of the opinion that Mark
Webber needs to pickup the pace abit,
Youcan endeavour to show him how
it's done at the Taupo racetrack.

FHM drove amodified single-seater
thatwas originallyusedin the now-
defunct A1 GP,while you canalso
choose to go round ina V8, Word to the
Wise: when you come round the final
bend onto the finishing straight, just
Youtrynotto pretend you've just won
the Melbourne GP...

Gimme: From $270; fcr.co.nz

GOLF

Rated as one of the top 100 courses
Wthe world, Wairakeiis open to
Members of golf clubs in NZ, Australia

and overseas. Covering 450
acres, itis abeautiful and
majesticspotfortryingtogeta
verysmallballinto avery small
hole. And avoiding making
unseemly divots. Not that we
did anythinglike that...
Gimme: From $120 per round;
wairakeigolfcourse.co.nz

SKIING

The closest FHM have ever got to
skiing is defrosting the freezerwitha
couple of chopsticks, so takingon NZ’s
largest skiarea - Whakapapa - was
always goingtobe alittle daunting,
However, after atwo-hourlesson with
some similarlyunbalanced types, we
were (kind of) ready to take on the
encouraginglynamed Happy Valley.
More experienced skiers can take on
thetrickier trailsamong the 65 the
mountainboasts.

Gimme: Lessons $45, skiing from $35;
mtruapehu.com

FHM stayed at Hilton Lake
Taupo, hilton.com/laketaupo.
For more info on how to get
there, visit laketauponz.com

HOW TO...

Openanold wine

bottle without the
use of a corkscrew.

1. WRAPIT
Remove any foil
from the top of the
bottle. Wrap the
bottom of the bottle
in a thick tea towel,
making sure you
can grip it firmly.

2.BASHIT

Hit the cushioned
base of the bottle
repeatedly against
a hard, flat, vertical
surface. A brick wall
is best; if you're in a
park, a tree will do.

3. YANKIT

As you hit the
bottle against the
surface, air inside
will force the cork
out. Once the

cork is sufficiently
exposed, pull it out
with your hands.




